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Va. Pocahontas County 


Smith BiUsboro 


And Industry 


cunty v.cnt- through with many 


ionrcre of Pocahontas 


ships not only in clearing the land,inxo ***•*— —--'-° 

^tlng the Indians and satabliahing and maintaining homes it fell on the 
shoulders of the housewife to furnish the necessary clothing and bedding for 


the entire family which was generally na.de of wool which was shorn oxten 


ir.es by the wife washed,carded and spun by her into various kinds of cloth 


g which was used by her family the- socks and other clothing were made of 


ool spun on the old Spinning wheel which was generally used in the winter 


ths.rron this wool socks,sweaters,blankets and other c 


~ £ze almost entirely D y hand and it was about this time that the Loom 


County way back in the first 


r l a C the eighteenth century and in 


} - ; ..ontnc County had many looms 


many weavers^as most of the women fol. 


A”Ofic coo* of the 


wrought to the attention of th 


i tton of yiUpoint who 


1X501/4 in the middle of the c 


W ' klns m ° otl y tablecloths end Counter. 


illpoint.K 


*uckut. 


« spinner 
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acroc & Industry. Samuel 3 Smith Hillsboro.*.Ye.Pocehontas Co. 


L finichcd it web put into a suit of clothes for her husband. She also 
y^rove for other ptople namely bedspreads and counteipins and carpet her loom 
f tree bought from the late Llrs.Isaac licNeel of luillpoint in 1597 and she wove 



on it until 19is 


ust before her death 


William H Gabbert was born in Greenbrier County 1540 the son of Stewa 
rt Sill Gabbert he being a frale young man his mother taught him to weave on 


he loom,when he was about 30 years'of age they moved to Millpoint and located 


r.e mi 11 race in what was known as the loom house here he wove Coverlets 


,jeans and lincy some of which hie 


uj:.ter —ary .umer is the proud owner some of the wool 


—goon 1 KOgsett carding machine at the lower mill at Hill- 

point,he later moved to Huntersville wherp h* 

T7here he Priced his profession sell- 

w0 friends and neighbors locallv in 

y,in his declining years he moved 

in with his daughter L^ry Turner at i*rvi n Ohimoi * 

in Chapel aoove Killpoint where he 

cant lr.ut a to weave and did eo uo until be - 

P ‘ U hlB 4e *«> ^ 1920. Eis sork is in the ) 

c! P'opU Of Pocahontas county as he I 

ten went from house to house 

rh«rt-rr«r they had ft io 0o hl|J , I 

E m XCB bou ^ ht f rom Iura Waugh of near ■ | 

I rt.7 nor in the hai, d « of llra.Tuxner ' 


achington 3e 


r.ns Uotd before her by 








l£,rc< i Industry.Sanuel 0 Smith Hillsboro.vr.Ve.PocehontB County 
rtvfr& b e oade her a loom with which she wove ■ t0r rcanir ? 


covirlcts,blankets,carpet,and linen towels,she wove antil about 1920 


wife of Timothy Cddonan v^s 


eorge Kec who came from Ireland,she was taught to weave at an 
hb she wove all the bed clothing,their dresses and in fact wove 


11 the cloth that went to make their clothing, s 


et lOcts a y&rd,lincy IOcts and flannel 15 cts a yard 


Jonathan kcNeill was a weaver and dyer he wove at what is the ent 


—r.ce to I!cClintic farms today,he made his own dyes as did the rest of the 


corcie hiudermilk of near Buckeye who learned to weave when a 


,lrl -at hrs not tove for several years hut she remembers most of the 
:•.» tt they lire called the following are e0 me of them and the one nh. 
:.c tr.d «ve by them Virginia Fancy.by grs.Netton nefftela 


!.ln C Son by Jane VcSelll.Tbt Do ublt 


Jane Adkison IShg 


rebura S.auty by lira J A Loon 


Diamonds.Th 


"val <nuty.t,y oror L ie Louder:' ilk. 1912 


to y. founts 


' l, y . nud» • oud< r.ai Ik (non Lra.F 
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WiiTd 4 Industry. Se;nucl G Smith Hilleboro.r.^a.Pocahontas County. 


r s )lSl4).The Ginny Hen by JTancy Roakcs.The Zo* Knot.The Globe. The Seat ~ 0 

liy Je.ne McNeill.The True Lovers Knot came to this county in ISS 4 from Lost 

$rtii r.Va.All of these patterns were wove by our pioneer weavers and today * 

these drafts are cherished by Mrs A.77 McNeill of Buckeye as her mother Lydia 

Beverage wove from these same drafts years ago as well as the ones that made 

0 

the patterns and whose names are attached. 


% . 


The following were weavers Georgie Ioudermilfc,Jane Adkison,Katie 


Hannah,Susan Rogers,llizabeth McNeill,Mary McNeill,j an e Kinnison,Cath 


erine 


Armstrong,Francis Cundifi.irildrtd Kee.flUabeth Buckley,End kali 


ssa Fleming 


all of the Srago Community.Nancy Syms,Angeline Gaylo 
wood of Beaver Creek.and cany others 


r and Catherine Under- 


Carey ^>.\3s 0 f Mar lint 


on who has very poor eyesight learned the 


weaving trade while at school -^v,^ _ 

“°ol bhis uas about I9H h e wove 


carpet,rugs and 


ct-nir s *at 8 much of his ware is 


ytel^ht he ttooa 


found in and near larlinton but due to his 


^p f ci operating temporarily.? 


V « 


: rice Kessler of Greenbank who lost 


‘yttight Btverel y(aro 


t:<*« vro&me lo 


i-LO made brooms at his shop just abov 


e Greenbank 


OU&d L 


Bale and K c 


per*.!. cJ the istiiti. 


rf B0ld throughout the county and oth 


9 S X f 


* the 


111 l 


* 1 1 r ^t In* 


1 >, if ry v,er the lute Frederick Phillips who 


a Utht nA|lt 


loo,, ,8 # op inning wh* < 1<?> spools » spool fr— 
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v llv «ry U>rn 


* oil 
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/ / /^ commerce & Industry Samuel G Smith Hillsboro..<.Ta.Pocahontae Co. 

P nd chairs,his looms and spinning wheels found ready sale all over 

r ^ocahontas County and especially the Greenbank community. 

The loom and Spinning wheel era played a very important part in the 

0 

itvelopnent of Focahontas County,as this was their sole way of getting cloth- 
i". end beading as there was very few stores find money was very scarce there- 

J 

:'ore it fell upon the shoulders of the mothers and daughters to supply these 

essential articles for the entire family .Some of these articles are cherish- 

• % • 

ei very dearly by the people of this county ,not only are they keepsakes of 

;.i_:h value but you can see the quality of the product made in the many homes 

'=>' hand by the wives of our forefathers that blaztrd the way that we today mig¬ 
ht have a more abundant HI life. 

7. might have looms la operation today but factory weaving Is much 
- tf.* r,product ion larger as it would be almost impossible to supply the cloth- 

tet °' t# * T by ’' h£<1 “ d loom,nevertheless we have here in Pooa- 

'.' f '“ peoplc “sing the spinning wheel and occasionally 

k in cj; t m t Ion # tout the b 

11 ' c i lr ^king caipet more than anything else 
* k * ry TUn, ' r * *«=l. Ruckmn klllpolnt.v.Va. 

-- 

* °*” r lkTU t *'lUton.',i.7». 
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